
IDEATION INITIAL
FUNDING

STAGE 1 
PROTOTYPE

MARKET
 RESEARCH

MFG
CONNECTION

NAVIGATING THE 
ENTREPRENEURIAL ECO-SYSTEM FOR

MANUFACTURED PRODUCTS

FROM IDEATION TO PRODUCTION

LEGAL IP 
& BUSINESS

SUPPORT
FUNDING MARKETING

Defining the new
product.

1st  proof of
concept.

Early stage
estimate of market

potential and
access.

Connecting
entrepreneurs with

supply chain.

Legal Services.
Assure adequate

protection
realistically. 

PT-- CFO,CEO,
CTO if needed 

Funding needs 
to cover

manufacturing,
materials, market
exposure, testing

and rework.

CONNSTEP*
Entrepreneurship
Foundation

CCEI (UCONN)
SBDC
Entrepreneurship
Foundation
SBIR

MakerspaceCT
UCONN POC
CCSU

        Innovation Center
Make Haven
CCAT

CCEI (UCONN)
SBDC
SMACC
DVIRC
SCSU - SOB
Entrepreneurship
Foundation

FORGE* CCEI (UCONN)
NPDF/FORGE
SBDC
SBIR
CT Innovations

CCEI (UCONN)
DVIRC
Network Partners
Entrepreneurship
Foundation

CCEI (UCONN)
SCORE
Venture Groups &
Other Funders
SBDC
UCONN IP Law
UCONN Trans
Law

Identifying seed
funding.

In-depth market
research and steps

to introduce
product to
potential

customers.

MFG
SUPPORT

Assistance in
commercializing
manufacturing.

CONNSTEP*
CCAT

*FORGE and CONNSTEP will also help entrepreneurs navigate most of these steps as needed.
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